Research abstract of “The Bulgarian policy on Macedonian migration after 1989”

Radical changes took place on the Balkans in the early 90-ties. A number of conflicts sprung up along with clear Euro-orientation of the countries.  Borders were changed and the population mobility increased. However, the specific ethno-national feeling and the historic layers and models brought about a number of challenges to the countries and their policies.

Our country started gradually but irreversibly turning from a country of emigrants into an immigrant accepting country. It became a center of attraction for people from both remote and nearby countries. The prerequisites for these processes are mostly related with the European future and the globalization phenomena. These processes suggest an adequate and updated state policy.
Speculating on such concepts as migration, the Balkans, history, neighbor relations, Bulgaria – Republic of Macedonia, etc., we inevitably touch on very sensitive issues of our past and present. The objectively growing number of Macedonian citizens in the country and their wish to obtain Bulgarian citizenship puts significant questions to the Bulgarian state, the community and the individuals, requiring a meaningful answer free of the Balkan over-emotionality and the nuances of the past.
Immigration in Bulgaria at this stage with some small exceptions remains terra incognita, particularly in such sensitive areas as the bilateral relations between Macedonia and Bulgaria. It is this type of studies that will help find adequate solutions to the problems of transition of the way of thinking of the minorities and the migration communities and the adaptation of the Bulgarian ethnical model to the new realities.  My scientific interests and ambitions are to draw the fullest possible portrait of the Bulgarian policy towards Macedonian migration to the country as well as of the reflection of this portrait in the eyes of the Bulgarian citizens, Macedonians living (temporary) here, the elite and political parties.  

The most important field on whose background the present study spreads is the non-coincidence between nation and territory on the Balkans. This is particularly true for the relations and historical datum between Bulgaria and Macedonia. It is here that the painful beliefs with respect to the other’s identity and the problems of defining and considering the Macedonian migrants foreign immigrants originate, since they are felt as Bulgarians by a large part of the population. This is where the place and role of the Bulgarian ethnical model having survived a number of conflicts so far is, but of its responsibility, too, for meeting the new communities and integrating them.  Because it is on it and its resources that the Bulgarian immigrants integration policy will resort to. 

The study has been structured into three main parts. The first one focuses on the theories on migration; the second part is dedicated to making a comprehensive portrait of the Macedonian community in our country (mainly of the students from R of Macedonia, who come to study in Bulgaria, their reasons and plans for the future – stay in Bulgaria, return to Macedonia or go to some EU-member state), while the third one deals with the Bulgarian policy at all levels: starting with the image of this community in the Bulgarian public opinion and political leaders created and ending with the state one. Due to the complete absence of studies on the subject, the working hypothesis are generally open, that is:  the migration flows from Macedonia will grow at a steady rate and will continue to be due to the European perspectives for Bulgaria; the traditional Bulgarian attitude towards them as a group will be preserved in the future; the migrants’ ambition for a closer integration with the Bulgarians will grow and also will grow the number of those ones, who’ll become Bulgarian citizenship and will use the opportunity to travel and work in the EU.

When defining the methodological means of the study, the interdisciplinary nature of the migration phenomenon should be taken into account.  Hence, social sciences, and in particular history, geography, political sciences, anthropology, sociology, psychology, diplomacy, etc. will find their role in it, or in other words, the methodology will include various sources and techniques of social sciences. The analysis levels include the Macedonian group itself, the daily mind, the presentation of the image of the Macedonian immigrant in the media and the political migration aspect as a party-related one and as state policy.  The attention will focus on the non-coincidence of the feelings of the own self and of the other with the Macedonian and Bulgarian citizens as well.  
The expected risks include in the first place a possible inaccuracy of the data on the number of Macedonians due to the absence of specific, precise and complete data thereof and the disparity between the information provided by the various institutions (both Bulgarian and Macedonian). Second, a misbalance between the relatively well developed West-European literature and studies on the immigration communities and the quite limited ones existing in the country. This fact might give rise to a number of questions regarding the level of realization of what is going on in the country and its implementation in the policy. And last but not least, there’s the risk of excessive emotional charge in the representatives of both communities while carrying out the study, which, on the one hand, will impede the sober evaluation of the groups, but on the other hand will introduce the necessary color and help make up a live and clear picture.  
The issue of studying Bulgaria as a new EU member state and migrants accepting country is an objective necessity and a fact of the present. Only the future could give an answer as to what extent it will be able to cope with the challenges of accepting of the ‘own aliens’ where the present study could make its contribution to the reflection and formulation of proposals on these political issues.  
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